
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Families like the Luebbert’s believe reading to their children daily and using 
household tasks as impromptu learning moments enhances their children’s 

early learning skills. Early literacy also plays an important part of their 
children’s lives. By the age of five months, books are already a large 

part of their life. The Kearney Area Children’s Museum KidZone is 
an important part of their “playing to learn” school readiness 
and early learning strategy. With several visits to KidZone each 
month, the Luebbert’s along with many others see the museum 
as a valuable learning tool because it offers many opportunities 

to combine fun and learning in a safe and comfortable 
environment. There are many role-playing zones such as the dentist chair that 

help children prepare for those future situations. At KidZone, children learn through play and play to 
learn. “We are fortunate to have a great place such as KidZone in this community,” Ellen Luebbert 
said.  “We typically visit at least once a week because our kids enjoy it that much!” 

  

Head Start has been a major part of my family's life for over eight years. I was in Head Start as a 
child and it brings back so many memories by watching my children do many of the same things. My 
oldest is 11 and he is so smart. He knows sign language, and Spanish, thanks to the Head Start 
program. My 8 year old also learned sign language and Spanish and it is helping him so much in school 
and at home. My daughter is 6 and when she started Head Start 
she couldn't sit still for five minutes. The teachers were 
wonderful working with her. Her first day of Kindergarten she 
was one of the only kids that could read all of her classmates 
names as well as spell her own. 

My youngest is currently in Head Start and he has some 
disabilities. When Koldin was two, he fell and hit his head which 
resulted in Traumatic Brain Injury. He does not have much feeling 
on his left side since the stroke and has seizures. He has been 
there over a year and a half and is making leaps and bounds. He 
is well cared for and is learning so much. 

Head Start has always been like a second family to me and my children. They have family nights 
where we all get together and talk and learn as well. Head Start has shown me so much on how caring 
and helpful people can be and this is helping me and my family become better people. I recommend 
Head Start to everybody because without seeing how wonderful and patient they are with the kids a 
lot of people don't understand what they are missing. 
My family has been greatly impacted by the Head Start family and we are so grateful that we were 
given the opportunity. 



There are many different reasons people come back to get an education later in life.  For Juan, 
an injury caused him to stop the physically demanding work he did and now he wants to reeducate 
himself for a skilled and less strenuous job. Juan came to the United States as an adult which has made 
the task of completing his GED even more difficult since learning a new language later in life requires 
more time, effort, and determination to master it.  Juan has also had to make up for several years of 
schooling as he did not attend high school in Mexico.  He takes his studying very seriously; he attends 
every morning class faithfully and one evening a week logging in around 500 hours so far this school 
year.  He commutes from a town outside Kearney which makes his dedication to class even more 
notable.  After class, he continues his studies at the library and at home.  He has reoriented his whole 
life to succeed educationally for himself and his family.  Although there has been a financial strain on 
his family for him to be in school and stress resulting from mental fatigue, quitting has not been an 
option for Juan. 

What has been the result of his determination?  His educational level in Reading, the main 
determinant to passing the GED, has risen four grade levels going from  5th grade to a 9th grade level.  
A remarkable achievement since Reading is his hardest subject and has given him a lot of anxiety.   He 
has passed 3 out of the 5 GED tests including, most recently, the Reading test which has renewed his 
energy and faith in his abilities.  With an air of confidence and 120 points above his average, Juan 
knows his dream of going to vocational school is within his grasp.  He has the dedication to succeed 
and we are proud to be part of his success. 
 
 

In 2011, the Overland Trails Council noticed many boys interested in joining scouts, but were 
not being served by other community-based programs. A formal program was adopted at four schools: 
Park, Central, Bryant, and Emerson. These four schools were chosen based on responses received from 
the site coordinators of KCLC at each of the elementary schools and the need for Scouting in those 
schools. 

Currently there are 32, 1st-5th grade boys participating in the newly developed after school Cub 
Scout program that are not currently being served elsewhere in Scouting. Additionally there are 10 
boys who participate in a community based Cub Scout program, but also participate in the afterschool 
Cub Scout program. 

The cost of registration, program materials, resources, and the salary of the program aid are 
being picked up by the Overland Trails Council. In this way, there is no cost for a boy to be in the 
program. 

These four Cub Scout packs are just barely over 4 months old. To that end, we have seen some 
growth in the boys in the short time they’ve been meeting. They have learned about first aid, physical 
fitness, the food pyramid and how to eat healthy, among other things. For many of the boys it may be 
the first time they have learned these skills. The boys all had an opportunity to learn about how to 
provide first aid for cuts, snake and spider bits, burns, and frost bite. Many of the boys mentioned how 
they didn’t know what they were supposed to do if they got hurt. Many of them said if they got hurt 
they would go to a nurse or a parent. It was very eye opening to them to learn what to do if they were 
on their own. To help them get started, they even made their own first-aid kit they could keep in the 
backpack; one boy even said a week later that he used it. His brother and he were walking home from 
school and his bother fell down and scraped his arm. He was able to pull out his first aid kit and help his 
brother. Other than the fact that the boys don’t have a uniform during the afterschool program, you 
wouldn’t be able to distinguish them from any other Cub Scouts.  
 


