
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The American Red Cross - Ft. Kearney Office began offering Scrubby Bear Programs to area 

daycare and pre-schools and received very positive response. Then, they applied for a grant for a 

costume from the Kearney Area Foundation and received funding in the Fall of 2011. Since, purchasing 

the costume their volunteers have done more than 25 presentations to 1,200 students and adults. This 

program teaches children and adults about germs, how to control the spread of germs. We also 

instruct the children about proper hand washing and when you need to wash your hands to prevent 

germs entering your body. We are beginning a discussion with Kearney Public School nurses about 

partnering this fall with them and bringing Scrubby Bear into the kindergarten classes. The Scrubby 

Bear Program would be part of the self-care curriculum for Kearney Public Schools.  

  

Red Cross has responded to several large single family fires this year. Two of these fires were 

north of Kearney, one was in Glenwood Subdivision. The fire that occurred on Sept. 30 at the 

Szymanski residence is a great example of how smoke detectors save lives. The husband had just 

replaced the batteries two weeks prior to the fire, because one of the smoke detector had started to 

beep due to a failing battery. Everyone was asleep when the smoke alarm alerted the family that there 

was smoke in the house. The mother went to wake their son and the smoke was so thick she couldn’t 

see anything in the house. The Szymanski family home was a total loss. The American Red Cross 

responded to the scene to meet the needs of the family of two adults, a pair of twin of sixteen year old 

children, and a thirteen year old child that was staying overnight. The Red Cross provided emergency 

shelter at a local motel, clothing and food.  

The second fire north of Kearney was on January 24 at the home of Gaynor and June Collison 

and their two daughters. This fire was reportedly started by an electrical fire in a hot tub. The fire 

spread quickly and the home was a total loss. The American Red Cross volunteers responded to the 

scene and provided assistance for emergency shelter at a local hotel. In addition, the Red Cross issued 

a CAC card for clothing and food. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The morning of October 13, the Red Cross opened a reception area for the passengers of a bus 

accident on I-80 near Gibbon. All of the passengers were transported to Good Samaritan Hospital. The 

local Emergency Manager contacted the Red Cross to open a reception center for the passengers. The 

passenger were treated and released from the hospital care. There were twenty-one bus passengers 

transferred to the Red Cross Office. Upon arrival at the Red Cross, a volunteer nurse would register and 

evaluate individuals. Some passenger were treated were given prescription for medication needing to 

be filled. The nurse worked with local pharmacy to get this filled. The Red Cross volunteers provided 

rolls, fruit, juice and coffee. In addition, space was set up for some to rest or sleep as they were waiting 

for another bus to come to continue their trip. Some of the bus passenger needed the phone or 

internet to contact family. Good Samaritan sent several of their mental health workers to the Red 

Cross to assist with the need of the bus passengers. The Nebraska State Patrol used the Red Cross 

Office to interview and get details about the accident from the passengers.  

 

Nonprofits like United Way and various government agencies provide excellent programs to 
support people in need. The problem: The people who need these programs often don’t know they 
exist. 

211 works a bit like 911. Calls to 211 are routed by the local telephone company to a local or 
regional calling center. The 211 center’s referral specialists question callers, access databases of 
resources available from private and public health and human service agencies, match the callers’ 
needs to available resources, and link or refer them directly to an agency or organization that can help. 
Every hour of every day, someone in Nebraska needs essential services--from finding substance abuse 
assistance to securing adequate care for a child or an aging parent. Faced with a dramatic increase in 
the number of agencies and help lines, people often don't know where to turn. In many cases, people 
end up going without these necessary and readily available services because they do not know where 
to start. 2-1-1 gives Nebraskans two ways to look for services -- search the ne211.org online database 
and/or dial 2-1-1.  
Both are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

http://65.166.193.134/IFTWSQL4/uwml/public.aspx

